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ometer also includes a second arm coupled to the input port
and including a second resonant structure and an output port
coupled to the first arm and the second arm.
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1
METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR MULTIPLE
RESONANCE INTERFEROMETER

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional Patent
Application No. 61/582,766, filed on Jan. 3, 2012, entitled
“Method and System for Multiple Resonance Interferom-
eter,” the disclosure of which is hereby incorporated by ref-
erence in its entirety for all purposes.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

High speed modulators are utilized in communications
systems to modulate signals, for example, digital signals.
High speed modulators using, for example, Mach Zehnder
interferometer designs, have been implemented in lithium
niobate and InP as discrete components that are utilized in
conjunction with discrete optical elements.

Current high speed modulators suffer from a variety of
performance limitations. These include the need for a high
drive voltage, which, in turn, results in high power consump-
tion. Additionally, conventional high speed modulators
occupy a large footprint, reducing device yield and increasing
device cost. Moreover, integration with other optical systems
can result in high insertion loss, which adversely impacts
system performance.

Thus, there is a need in the art for improved methods and
systems related to high speed modulators.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the present invention relate to optical
systems and specifically to integrated photonics (e.g., Silicon
Photonics). In a particular embodiment, a multiple resonant
Mach Zehnder interferometer is provided. In the interferom-
eter, a high sensitivity is provided by the resonant structure
since a large change in the phase shift can be introduced by a
small input signal (e.g., a small refractive index change).
Because of the integration of the coupled resonant structures,
the index variation that is introduced is enhanced by the
resonant nature of the structure.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, a
multiple resonance interferometer structure includes an input
port, a first arm including a first resonant structure, a second
arm including a second resonant structure, and an output port
coupled to the first arm and the second arm.

According to another embodiment of the present invention,
a multiple resonance interferometer structure is provided.
The multiple resonance interferometer structure includes an
input port, a first arm coupled to the input port and including
a first resonant structure, a second arm coupled to the input
port and including a second resonant structure, and an output
port coupled to the first arm and the second arm.

According to a particular embodiment of the present inven-
tion, a method of modulating a signal is provided. The method
includes receiving an optical signal at an input port and split-
ting the optical signal into a first arm signal and a second arm
signal. The method also includes introducing a first predeter-
mined phase delay in the first arm signal using a first reso-
nance structure and introducing a second predetermined
phase delay in the second arm signal using a second reso-
nance structure. The method further includes combining the
phase delayed first arm signal and the phase delayed second
arm signal to provide a modulated signal and transmitting the
modulated signal at an output port.
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Numerous benefits are achieved by way of the present
invention over conventional techniques. For example,
embodiments of the present invention provide full phase
modulation at the output, i.e., a  phase difference between
the two output states. Modulation, including full phase modu-
lation, can be achieved using a low drive voltage according to
embodiments of the present invention. Additionally, the
methods and systems described herein provide small foot-
print systems that are characterized by low insertion loss as a
result of the compact nature of the devices and their increased
efficiency. Some embodiments utilize symmetric designs in
which stable operation (e.g., a desired & phase shift at the
output) is achieved in phase shift keying implementations.
These and other embodiments of the invention along with
many of its advantages and features are described in more
detail in conjunction with the text below and attached figures.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a simplified schematic diagram illustrating a
double resonance assisted Mach Zehnder interferometer
according to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a simplified schematic diagram illustrating a
diode-based double resonance assisted Mach Zehnder inter-
ferometer according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 3 is a plot illustrating transmission and phase shift of
a single resonant structure on one of the Mach Zehnder arms
as a function of normalized frequency according to an
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 4 is a plot illustrating the complex plane of the optical
field amplitude according to an embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 5 is a simplified schematic diagram illustrating a
diode-based double resonance assisted Mach Zehnder inter-
ferometer according to another embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 6 is a plot illustrating the complex plane of the optical
field amplitude during phase shift keying operation according
to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 7 is aplot illustrating the complex plane of the optical
field amplitude during on-oft keying operation according to
an embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 8 is a simplified flowchart illustrating a method of
operating a resonant structure according to an embodiment of
the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SPECIFIC
EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments of the present invention relate to optical
systems. In a particular embodiment, a multiple resonant
Mach Zehnder interferometer is provided. In the interferom-
eter, a high sensitivity is provided by the resonant structure
since a large change in the phase shift can be introduced by a
small input signal (e.g., a small refractive index change).
Because of the integration of the coupled resonant structures,
the index variation that is introduced is enhanced by the
resonant nature of the structure.

As described herein, resonant structures provide benefits in
comparison with conventional techniques since resonant
structures provide a large phase shift for a small change in
refractive index. As an example, a diode can be used to intro-
duce a change in refractive index. Some embodiments of the
present invention utilize resonant structures in a Mach
Zehnder Interferometer (MZI) configuration to implement,
for example, phase shift keying (PSK).
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FIG. 1 is a simplified schematic diagram illustrating a
double resonance assisted Mach Zehnder interferometer
according to an embodiment of the present invention. As
illustrated in FIG. 1, a Mach-Zehnder interferometer struc-
ture is utilized in combination with a set of resonant structures
that can provide a predictable m phase shift between two
output states. The interferometer includes an input port 110
coupled to a branching structure 120 (e.g., a Y-branch struc-
ture). Each branch or arm of the interferometer includes a
coupled resonant structure 130 and 132. A coupling structure
140 combines the optical signal in each branch to provide an
output signal at output port 150.

Embodiments of the present invention are characterized by
a low drive voltage because the resonance structure enhances
the input provided to the resonance structure. Additionally,
the interferometer has a small footprint because the resonance
structure is operable to introduce a large phase shift in a small
device.

In a first embodiment described below, a ring or disk reso-
nator is coupled to the waveguide in each arm such that the
light in the arm of the interferometer passes through the
resonator when on resonance. Application of a bias to the
phase accrual structure (e.g., a diode), will change the refrac-
tive index in the resonator, which shifts the resonance curve
for the resonator. As described below, the phase shift curve is
illustrated for a center frequency (w,). As the index of refrac-
tion of the resonator is modified, the transmission and phase
curves shift accordingly, resulting in the desired phase shift
for the arms of the interferometer. Embodiments of the
present invention are not limited to the use of a diode for
generating index differentials, but can include other phase
shifting elements and index of refraction shifting elements
such as, field effect transistors, or the like.

FIG. 2 is a simplified schematic diagram illustrating a
diode-based double resonance assisted Mach Zehnder inter-
ferometer according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion. Referring to FIG. 2, input port 210 receives an input
optical signal and splits the input optical signal using Y junc-
tion 220 or other suitable form of a waveguide splitter into
two arms, Arm 1 and Arm 2. Each arm of the structure termi-
nates in a resonant structure 230 and 232, which in this
embodiment, are matched ring structures including a reso-
nant waveguide structure and a phase control element 234 and
236. In the illustrated embodiment, the phase control element
is a diode but other phase control elements are included
within the scope of the present invention. As an example, the
phase control element could include other elements operable
to introduce phase accrual in the rings, including thermal
devices. Although the diode is illustrated as positioned
between evanescent coupling regions (e.g., evanescent cou-
pling regions 222 and 224 of resonant structure 230), phase
adjustment at various sections of the resonant structure can be
implemented. Output is provided at output port 252 after
coupling of light from the two arms using optical coupler 250.
As described below, additional phase control elements (e.g.,
heating elements) could be utilized in place of or to supple-
ment the phase control elements illustrated in FIG. 2.

In operation, the resonant ring will have a set of resonances
associated with it, for example, a set of resonances defined by
the circumference of the ring supporting an integer number of
effective wavelengths, an integer number of effective half-
wavelengths, and the like.

Each resonant waveguide structure is optically coupled to
another arm of the Mach Zehnder structure, illustrated by
arms 240 and 242. These arms, serving as the output arms of
the resonant structures, are optically coupled by waveguide
combiner 250, providing an output signal to output port 252.
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Referring to FIG. 2, a DC “bias” is provided through the
use of phase control element 260 and optional phase control
element 262. These phase control elements, which can be
referred to as DC phase shift elements, are located outside the
resonant structures, provide a DC bias function and can be
implemented in one of several manners, including diodes for
phase control, thermal elements, or the like.

FIG. 3 is a plot illustrating transmission and phase shift of
a single resonant structure on one of the Mach Zehnder arms
as a function of normalized frequency according to an
embodiment of the present invention. Each arm of the reso-
nant Mach Zehnder structure is characterized by such a trans-
fer function associated with the individual ring. As illustrated
in FIG. 3 the transmission profile peaks at a resonant fre-
quency (w/m,), thereby transmitting light at resonant fre-
quencies or wavelengths.

Each ring is also characterized by a phase profile as a
function of frequency, transitioning in this example, from a
phase of about 7 on the low side of the resonance to a phase of
zero on the high side of the resonance. It should be noted that
the transmission profile is illustrated as peaking at unity in
this example, but it will be appreciated that losses resulting
from evanescent coupling between the waveguides in the
arms and the waveguides in the rings, losses propagating
through the phase control element and the like, may result in
some optical losses producing a transfer function with a peak
atavalue less than unity. One of ordinary skill in the art would
recognize many variations, modifications, and alternatives.

As described herein, the phase control elements illustrated
in FIG. 2 are utilized to shift the position of the resonance
during operation. As an example, the wavelength of operation
of the optical signal passing through the system is fixed at a
given wavelength (i.e., a given frequency). During operation
according to one embodiment, the phase accrual in the reso-
nant structures is adjusted to position the resonance fre-
quency (i.e., w/m,) such that the 3 dB points of the transmis-
sion profile are alternatively aligned with the given frequency
propagating through the system.

Referring to FIGS. 3 and 4, the phase of the diode or other
phase accrual element associated with the resonance structure
in the first arm is initially adjusted to slide the transfer func-
tion to the right to align the 3 dB point of the transmission
profile with the light in the system, producing a transmission
of about 0.5 and a phase of about 0.75x. The phase of the
diode or other phase accrual element associated with the
resonance structure in the second arm is initially adjusted to
slide the transfer function to the left to align the matching 3
dB point of the transmission profile with the light in the
system, producing a transmission of about 0.5 and a phase of
about 0.25m. In this embodiment, alternately changing the
refractive index to shift between the two 3 dB points (as a
specific example) results in a phase shift of about /2. Accord-
ingly, in this example, the two arms are biased at the null and
driven differentially with £7t/4 on each arm. The insertion loss
in this example is a total of about 6 dB (~3 dB due to each arm,
and ~3 dB due to the interference), which is acceptable in
many applications.

FIG. 4 is a plot illustrating the complex plane of the optical
field amplitude according to an embodiment of the present
invention. As illustrated in FIG. 4, the real and imaginary
optical field amplitudes are shown for each arm during dif-
ferential operation as described above. Arm 1 utilizes a bias
aligned with the positive imaginary axis and alternates
between positive and negative real values with a positive
imaginary component. Arm 2 utilizes a bias aligned with the
negative imaginary axis and alternates between positive and
negative real values with a negative imaginary component.
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Accordingly, the total amplitude for State 1 is a positive value
(zero phase) and the total amplitude for State 2 is a negative
value (7t phase), producing the desired & phase shift between
states.

Although a particular transfer function is illustrated in FIG.
3, this particular profile is not required by the present inven-
tion. In other embodiments, multiple resonant structures are
utilized in combination to provide a transmission profile
including one or more flat-top profiles as can be obtained
using a multiple-resonant structure as well as a phase profile
with a it phase shift across the flat-top portion of the trans-
mission profile. In this case there is no inherent insertion loss.
One of ordinary skill in the art would recognize many varia-
tions, modifications, and alternatives.

FIG. 5 is a simplified schematic diagram illustrating a
diode-based double resonance assisted Mach Zehnder inter-
ferometer according to another embodiment of the present
invention. In this embodiment, resonant phase shifting ele-
ments that introduce a transmission dip at a resonance fre-
quency can be utilized to introduce the resonant phase shift.
Thus, referring to FIG. 3, the transfer function illustrated in
FIG. 3 would be inverted, decreasing from unity (ideally) to
zero at the resonance. It should be noted that the embodiment
illustrated in FIG. 5 shares some common elements with the
embodiment illustrated in FIG. 2. Accordingly, description
related to the elements discussed in relation to FIG. 2 are
applicable, as appropriate, to the elements illustrated in rela-
tion to FIG. 5.

As illustrated in FIG. 5, phase accrual has been imple-
mented by a combination of heaters for long-term control and
diodes for high speed control. The thermal control can be used
to tune the device to specific wavelengths of operation and the
fast response is achieved using the diodes. Heaters or other
index control elements can be added to the resonance struc-
tures illustrated in FIG. 2 to enhance control over the index of
refraction effects. One of ordinary skill in the art would rec-
ognize many variations, modifications, and alternatives.
Thus, it should be noted that the use of index control elements
(e.g., heating elements for thermal tuning) can be applied in
the context of the devices illustrated in FIG. 2.

Although ring or disk resonators are illustrated in FIGS. 2
and 5 as the coupled resonant structures that are provided in
one or more legs of the Mach Zehnder interferometer,
embodiments of the present invention are not limited to these
implementations and other resonant structures can be uti-
lized, including Fabry-Perot resonant structures, grating-
based structures, and the like. Additionally, combinations of
resonant structures can be utilized to provide variations in the
transmission and phase profiles of the resonant structures.

Additionally, although a single phase control element is
illustrated in each resonant structure (i.e., a single diode is
illustrated in each resonance structure in FIG. 2), embodi-
ments of the present invention are not limited to this example,
and other phase control elements can be utilized. As an
example and as illustrated in FIG. 5, a thermal phase control
element (e.g., a heater) could be added to the ring to provide
control over long-term variations in index of refraction and
therefore be utilized in conjunction with high speed control
achieved using, for example diodes. Depending on the speed
of operation, thermal phase control elements can be utilized
in place of or in combination with carrier control elements
such as diodes, which can operate in depletion mode, injec-
tion mode, or the like. In some embodiments, a symmetric
configuration in which both arms include a resonance struc-
ture it utilized although this is not required by the present
invention. As an example, in a phase shift keying implemen-
tation, embodiments of the present invention utilize two arms
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in which the voltage is anti-symmetric or differential (it
should be noted that the response of each arm does not have to
be symmetric with respect to voltage in some situations).
Because, in some embodiments, the drive voltage is symmet-
ric, it is possible to achieve zero and m phase shifts at the
output. Thus, the use of two resonance structures (one in each
arm) provides benefits not available using a single resonance
structure.

The embodiments discussed in relation to FIGS. 2 and 5 are
merely exemplary and modification and variations are
included within the scope of the present invention. As an
example, there can be more than one resonance structure on
each Mach Zehnder arm, providing for multiple resonant
structures with differing phase and transmission profiles.
Additionally, other types of resonance structures, other than
ring or disk-based structures, can be coupled to each Mach
Zehnder arm, for example, a Fabry-Perot cavity, a set of
coupled Fabry-Perot cavities to modify the transmission pro-
file, or the like.

As discussed herein, the Mach Zehnder configuration pro-
vides for a full t phase shift at the output. It should be noted
that if the phase shift on each arm is less than a desired phase
shift, the phase shift can be traded off against insertion loss.
Particularly, resonant coupling can be achieved such that a
flat-top response is obtained (e.g., with multiple rings) and
this effect can be accompanied by a lower insertion loss as a
result of modifications in the transmission profile associated
with the resonant structure. Additionally, complex resonant
structures (e.g., multiple rings) are used in some embodi-
ments to provide a larger phase shift across the resonance as
a result in modifications in the phase profile for the resonant
structure. In some implementations, a larger phase shift per
refractive index change can be obtained by using a higher
resonance Q resonator.

As discussed above, the phase control on each arm may be
generated by thermal control (e.g., heaters) or carrier control
(e.g., diodes) including depletion mode or enhancement
mode. Embodiments of the present invention are character-
ized by a small footprint due to the fact that the large phase
shifting section on a conventional interferometer is replaced
by a relatively small resonant structure. It should be noted that
diodes or any other high-speed phase shifting element can be
placed anywhere on the resonant structure or the coupling
region.

FIG. 6 is a plot illustrating the complex plane of the optical
field amplitude during phase shift keying operation according
to an embodiment of the present invention. In this embodi-
ment, the double resonance assisted Mach Zehnder interfer-
ometer provides a it phase shift between the two output states
even though the single arm transfer function is asymmetric.
The two arms are DC biased at a null, using for example one
or both of the phase control elements 260 and 262 (e.g., a
heater) on one or both of the arms outside the resonant struc-
ture. The first arm is driven around two points related by the
bias voltage by ¢ and v, respectively. The second arm is
driven by the same voltages, but with a sign change in the
imaginary axis. As illustrated in FIG. 6, each arm is driven
between two voltageV, and V, (when the voltageis V, onone
arm it is V, on the other) such that the transmission is:

T(V)=a,e”* and

T(Vy)=axe™.

In the special case of a symmetric single arm transfer func-
tion, a,=a, and ¢=).

Given these assumptions, the complex amplitudes of the two
output states are 7t phase shifted from each other:
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A= a5 1 g, iG)

Ar=a e aze’(gﬂ') = ale’”e’(%ﬂp) + aze’”eﬂ(g*d’) =e”A;

As illustrated in FIG. 6, some embodiments introduce a
first predetermined phase delay in the first arm signal using a
first resonance structure and introduce a second predeter-
mined phase delay in the second arm signal using a second
resonance structure. As an example, the first predetermined
phase delay in the first arm signal can be introduced by
differentially driving the first predetermined phase delay by
+¢ and —) and the second predetermined phase delay in the
second arm signal can be introduced by differentially driving
the second predetermined phase delay by —y and +¢. As
shown in FIG. 6, the same transfer function is used on each
arm, with the drive applied differentially such that when the
phase is +¢ on one arm, the corresponding phase is —) on the
other arm, and vice versa.

FIG. 7 is aplot illustrating the complex plane of the optical
field amplitude during on-off keying (OOK) operation
according to an embodiment of the present invention. In this
example, the DC bias between the two arms is 7t/2. Ideally,
State 1 produces zero transmission and State 2 produces full
transmission. In the ring examples described herein, imple-
mentation of OOK will produce a 3 dB loss as a result of the
ring transfer function.

FIG. 8 is a simplified flowchart illustrating a method of
operating a resonant structure according to an embodiment of
the present invention. As described below, modulation of an
optical signal can be implemented using the resonant struc-
tures discussed herein. The method includes receiving an
optical signal at an input port (810) and splitting the optical
signal into a first arm signal and a second arm signal (812).
Splitting the optical signal can passing the optical signal
through a Y-branch optical coupler or other suitable optical
coupler.

The method also includes introducing a first predetermined
phase delay in the first arm signal (814) and introducing a
second predetermined phase delay in the second arm signal
(816). In a particular embodiment, the first predetermined
phase delay is a high speed modified phase delay equal to
Nrt+/-¢ and the second predetermined phase delay is a high
speed modified phase delay equal to (1+N)n—/+¢. In other
embodiments, other predetermined phase delays are utilized.
Thus, embodiments utilize either or both of DC bias phase
delay as well as modulated phase delay to cover both PSK and
OOK implementations.

Introducing the first predetermined phase delay can be
performed by coupling the first arm signal into a first resonant
ring and introducing the second predetermined phase delay
can be performed by coupling the second arm signal into a
second resonant ring. Each of these resonant rings is optically
coupled to one arm of the interferometer. Additionally, intro-
ducing the first predetermined phase delay can include cou-
pling the first arm signal into a first resonant cavity and
introducing the second predetermined phase delay can
include coupling the second arm signal into a second resonant
cavity. Thus, embodiments of the present invention are not
limited to ring resonators.

In a particular embodiment, introducing the first predeter-
mined phase delay equal to +/-¢ in the first arm signal com-
prises differentially driving the phase delay by +/—¢ and intro-
ducing the second predetermined phase delay equal to —/+¢ in
the second arm signal comprises differentially driving the
phase delay by +/—¢. In addition to this differential phase, a
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DC bias is applied or superimposed in some embodiments. In
another embodiment, introducing the first predetermined
phase delay equal to Nrt+/-¢ in the first arm signal comprises
differentially driving the phase delay by +/-¢ and introducing
the second predetermined phase delay equal to (1+N)m—/+¢
in the second arm signal comprises differentially driving the
phase delay by +/-¢. In addition, a DC bias phase delay can be
provided that can introduce a delay (e.g., ). An asymmetric
transfer function is also possible as discussed above. As an
example, N can have a variety of values including positive and
negative values, 0, 1, ¥4, and the like.

The method further includes combining the phase delayed
first arm signal and the phase delayed second arm signal to
provide a modulated signal (820) and transmitting the modu-
lated signal at an output port (822). In a particular embodi-
ment, the first predetermined phase delay is associated with a
first 3 dB point of a transmission function (e.g., the first 3 dB
point is on a first side of a transmission resonance) and the
second predetermined phase delay is associated with a second
3 dB point of the transmission function (e.g., on a second side
of the transmission resonance).

It is also understood that the examples and embodiments
described herein are for illustrative purposes only and that
various modifications or changes in light thereof will be sug-
gested to persons skilled in the art and are to be included
within the spirit and purview of this application and scope of
the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of modulating a signal, the method compris-
ing:

receiving an optical signal at an input port;

splitting the optical signal into a first arm signal and a

second arm signal;

adjusting a DC bias phase of the first arm signal or the

second arm signal using a first phase control element;
introducing a first predetermined phase delay in the first
arm signal using a first resonance structure, wherein:
the first predetermined phase delay is equal to +/—¢;
the first predetermined phase delay is introduced using a
second phase control element; and
the first resonance structure is a ring structure;
introducing a second predetermined phase delay in the
second arm signal using a second resonance structure,
wherein:
the second predetermined phase delay is equal to —/+¢;
the second predetermined phase delay is introduced
using a third phase control element; and
the second resonant structure is a ring structure;
combining the phase delayed first arm signal and the phase
delayed second arm signal to provide a modulated sig-
nal; and

transmitting the modulated signal at an output port.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the first phase control
element is added to the first resonant structure.

3. The method of claim 1 wherein splitting the optical
signal comprises passing the optical signal through a
Y-branch optical coupler.

4. The method of claim 1 wherein introducing the first
predetermined phase delay comprises coupling the first arm
signal into a first resonant structure and introducing the sec-
ond predetermined phase delay comprises coupling the sec-
ond arm signal into a second resonant structure.

5. The method of claim 4 wherein the first phase control
element is a thermal phase control element and the second
phase control element is a diode.

6. The method of claim 1 wherein introducing the first
predetermined phase delay comprises coupling the first arm
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signal into a first resonant cavity and introducing the second
predetermined phase delay comprises coupling the second
arm signal into a second resonant cavity.
7. A method of modulating a signal, the method compris-
ing:
receiving an optical signal at an input port;
splitting the optical signal into a first arm signal and a
second arm signal;
adjusting a DC bias phase of the first arm signal or the
second arm signal using a first phase control element;
introducing a first predetermined phase delay in the first
arm signal using a first resonance structure, wherein:
introducing the first predetermined phase delay in the
first arm signal comprises differentially driving the
first predetermined phase delay by +¢ and —;
the first predetermined phase delay is introduced using a
second phase control element; and
the first resonance structure is a ring structure;
introducing a second predetermined phase delay in the
second arm signal using a second resonance structure,
wherein:
introducing the second predetermined phase delay in the
second arm signal comprises differentially driving the
second predetermined phase delay by =) and +¢;
the second predetermined phase delay is introduced
using a third phase control element; and
the second resonant structure is a ring structure;
combining the phase delayed first arm signal and the phase
delayed second arm signal to provide a modulated sig-
nal; and
transmitting the modulated signal at an output port.
8. A method of modulating a signal, the method compris-
ing:
receiving an optical signal at an input port;
splitting the optical signal into a first arm signal and a
second arm signal;
adjusting a DC bias phase of the first arm signal or the
second arm signal using a first phase control element;
introducing a first predetermined phase delay in the first
arm signal using a first resonance structure, wherein:
introducing the first predetermined phase delay in the
first arm signal comprises differentially driving the
phase delay by equal to Nrt+/-¢:
the first predetermined phase delay is introduced using a
second phase control element; and
the first resonance structure is a ring structure;
introducing a second predetermined phase delay in the
second arm signal using a second resonance structure,
wherein:
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introducing the second predetermined phase delay in the
second arm signal comprises differentially driving the
phase delay by (1+N)m—/+¢;

the second predetermined phase delay is introduced
using a third phase control element; and

the second resonant structure is a ring structure;

combining the phase delayed first arm signal and the phase

delayed second arm signal to provide a modulated sig-

nal; and

transmitting the modulated signal at an output port.

9. The method of claim 1 wherein the first predetermined
phase delay is associated with a first 3 dB point of a transmis-
sion function.

10. The method of claim 9 wherein the first 3 dB point is on
a first side of a transmission resonance.

11. The method of claim 10 wherein the second predeter-
mined phase delay is associated with a second 3 dB point of
the transmission function on a second side of the transmission
resonance.

12. The method of claim 7, wherein the first phase control
element is added to the second resonant structure.

13. The method of claim 7 wherein splitting the optical
signal comprises passing the optical signal through a
Y-branch optical coupler.

14. The method of claim 7 wherein introducing the first
predetermined phase delay comprises coupling the first arm
signal into a first resonant structure and introducing the sec-
ond predetermined phase delay comprises coupling the sec-
ond arm signal into a second resonant structure.

15. The method of claim 14 wherein the first resonant
structure comprises a first resonant ring and the second reso-
nant structure comprises a second resonant ring.

16. The method of claim 7 wherein introducing the first
predetermined phase delay comprises coupling the first arm
signal into a first resonant cavity and introducing the second
predetermined phase delay comprises coupling the second
arm signal into a second resonant cavity.

17. The method of claim 7 wherein the first predetermined
phase delay is associated with a first 3 dB point of a transmis-
sion function.

18. The method of claim 17 wherein the first 3 dB point is
on a first side of a transmission resonance.

19. The method of claim 18 wherein the second predeter-
mined phase delay is associated with a second 3 dB point of
the transmission function on a second side of the transmission
resonance.

20. The method of claim 8, wherein the first phase control
element is added to the first resonant structure.

#* #* #* #* #*



